
Ogema Township 
Annual Meeting 
March 13th, 2012 
 
 
The polls closed at 8:00 p.m. and the annual meeting was called to order by the clerk, Robert 
Sunstrom at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
 
Charles Kramer was elected Moderator on a motion made by Raymond Thieling and second by 
John O’Rielly. Motion carried. 
 
 
Moderator, Charles Kramer, asked for approval or additions to agenda. Larry Nelson asked to add 
Zoning into General Discussion matters .On a motion made by Patrick Kester and second by 
Raymond Thieling, this Agenda was approved. Motion carried. 
 
 
The Clerks report of the 2011 Annual Meeting was read. No additions and/or corrections were 
needed. On a motion made by Raymond Thieling and second by Gordon Doll, this report was 
approved. Motion carried. 
 
 
The Treasurers report showing a balance as of 12/31/11 was approved on a motion made by 
John O’Reilly and second by Douglas Erickson. Motion carried. 
 
        Checking Account Balance:                $  18,753.79       
        Cash Reserve Fund                        $    235.21        
        Cemetery Fund CD 6606089:              $   5,620.78 
 
        Balance as of 12-31-12                    $  24,609.78 
 
 
 
Clerk reported that the last $ 7.54 in the residents Ogema Cemetery Improvement Donation fund 
was used up to finish replacement of new fence along North boundary line. Also that we now have 
property insurance on the cemetery fence line around the total perimeter of such said property for 
$24.00 per year. 
 
 
Supervisor, Raymond Thieling gave a summary of the Supervisors Report. He spoke of the 
revenues and expenditures of our different funds. He spoke of our approximate cost per year from 
our General Fund. He explained the formula required for the Road and Bridge levy based on total 
township property values. Why the township must meet this requirement or forfeit the gas tax. 
This minimum amount is $20,367.00. Supervisors recommended plans for the year 2012 is for 
general road maintenance and ditch brush removal.  
 



 
Moderator, Charles Kramer asked for motions to set next years levies. On a motion made by 
Patrick Kester and second by Raymond Thieling, the 2013 levy for the General Fund is $9,500.00. 
Motion carried. On a motion made by John O’Reilly and second by Mary Kester, the 2013 levy for 
Road and Bridge Fund is $20,500.00.  Motion carried. On a motion made by Douglas Erickson 
and second by Patrick Kester, the 2013 levy for Fire Fund is $5,250.00. Motion carried. On a 
motion made by Dianne Beaufeaux and second by Patrick Kester, the 2013 levy for Cemetery 
Fund is $1,200.00. Motion carried. On a motion made by Mary Kester and second by Gordon Doll, 
the 2013 levy for Election Equipment Fund is $500.00.  Motion carried. Total amount of levies is 
$36,950.00 

 
Supervisor and North Pine Representative Raymond Thieling read a report on the North Pine 
Area Hospital District. Basically, how Essentia Health would like to acquire and close facility and 
purchase the property for $300,000.00. Then sell off. We would then be left with no hospital in 
Pine County. A resolution of support for local control of the hospital district was read by Raymond 
Thieling. A yea or nay vote was taken from the residents in attendance and there were 14 yeas 
and 0 nays showing support from our township. This vote will be taken to the next Town Board 
meeting for discussion with Supervisor’s. They would then approve and adopt this policy showing 
our support. Hospital district has purchased a 40 acre site for the new facility by the Gateway 
Clinic. 
 
John O’Rielly gave gratitude towards Raymond Thieling for his work as our North Pine District 
Hospital Representative and remaining as our member for our township 
 
Clerk read letter he received from resident with regards to cemetery trees and the damage 
caused to them from the July 1st storm. This person was wondering if they could plant something 
different than red cedars or arborvitaes. Residents thought that there could be other smaller or 
ornamental trees that would not be a problem. Raymond Thieling said there was amountable 
damage that was done to our Cemetery and that he has contacted FEMA about claims that we 
can be reimbursed for. This total amount is around $5,600.00. Raymond Thieling and other 
residents and volunteers helped with the removal of trees and the installation of the damaged 
fence line in aftermath of July 1st storm. 
 
Clerk read letter sent by the Pine County Historical Society. In this letter they are asking for a 
contribution to their cause of helping with the promotion of historical work and aid in defraying 
these expenses. These donations would be taken out of General Fund. Residents Larry Nelson 
and Carol King had concerns of taking tax dollars out of funds when we don’t have enough to pay 
for our appropriate expenditures. Dianne Beaufeaux suggested to earn monies through garage 
sales or other events that could contribute to this or any donation. Pine County Historical Society 
is asking for a donation of $400.00 or $1.00 for every resident for the next 5 years. Our population 
stands at 335 from last Census. On a motion made by Patrick Kester and second by Raymond 
Thieling, some kind of contribution will be made. Motion carried. This approval will be taken to the 
next Town Board meeting for discussion, approval and adoption. 
 
Town Board is looking for resident input on what can be done to make improvements to Town 
Hall. Residents responded by saying that there needs to be ways to fund improvements by getting 
grants or lower interest rates for public buildings. Looked at survey that was done years back on 
resident feedback and discussed how to move forward with what can be done. Questions arose 
that by installing new foundation under building are we changing the way we need to upgrade all 
building code standards and what all these added expenses could cost us. Town Board to start 
putting together a proposal for further discussion. Tabled. 



 
Larry Nelson asked whom is the Township Zoning Administrator. He was informed that it was 
Raymond Thieling. He then asked “Why are our Zoning Permit fees so high”? He stated that other 
Township’s are a lot lower than we are and that the Town Board and Planning and Zoning 
Committee should take a look at those fees and make a change to them.  
 
 
On a motion made by Dianne Beaufeaux and second by Gordon Doll, the 2013 Annual Elections 
will be held from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. with the Annual Meeting following at 8:15 p.m. on the 
second Tuesday of March, 2013. 
 
On a motion made by Carol King and was second by Mary Kester, the meeting was adjourned at 
9:33 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Robert Sunstrom 
Clerk, Ogema Township 
 
 
 
Annual Meeting Moderator__________________________            Date_______________ 


